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definite term of enlistment, but by the uncertainty of the duration of the war.
But while the personnel and the whole atmosphere of the American Expeditionary Force were radically different from those of a regular army, the question of maintaining the health of the men was still the most vital one that confronted the military command. And at the outset it was realized that the control of venereal diseases was the key to a high standard of health and efficiency. Surgeon General Gorgas has said that if it were possible to get rid of all wounds or all venereal diseases, he would rather be rid of the venereal cases.
The solution of this great problem in the Expeditionary Force was in many respects more difficult than it was at home. In America, the government had authority to take drastic action to suppress prostitution in civil communities as well as in the military zones. This was the foundation of the campaign against the venereal peril. National legislation making it unlawful to sell or give alcoholic drinks to men in uniform was an important contributory factor in the successful results obtained in this